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people use a lot of different phones

• Every new phone has a web browser in it.

• Mobile web usage will exceed desktop web usage.

• The Web is the only true cross-platform technology.
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Mike was a web developer,
so he had no trouble putting together a respectable website
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If mobile phone web browsers are so great,
shouldn’t this just work?
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Any problem areas
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• There are 86 billion different mobile web browsers. 

• Support for web technologies varies wildly.

• Mobile devices are smaller and slower.

• Mobile interfaces require us to rethink our sites. 

what’s so different?
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RWD is one of the simplest and quickest ways to make a website 
work handsomely on a lot of devices, and you can use the web skills 
you already have.

Responsive Web Design

Responsive Web Design (RWD) is a set of techniques 
championed by web designer Ethan Marcotte.
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An example of a responsively designed site
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• CSS3 media queries

• Fluid-grid layouts

• Fluid images and media

the recipe for Responsive Web Design
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We can use @media rules to apply CSS selectively.

@media rules

martedì 28 maggio 13



CSS3 media queries are logical expressions that evaluate the current
values of media features in the user’s browser. If the media query 

expression evaluates as TRUE, the contained CSS is applied.

CSS media queries
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to generate our mobile-friendly layout:

• Check out the current layout and analyze its structure.

• Identify layout pieces that need to change to work better on 
mobile browsers.

• Generate mobile-adapted CSS for those identified elements.

• Organize our CSS and selectively apply the mobile and 
desktop CSS using media queries.
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1) check out the current layout
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2) what needs to change?
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3) generate mobile-adapted CSS
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4) organize our CSS
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one last thing...

You’re going to need a viewport <meta> tag in the index.html file.
These tags help tell the browser how “zoomed in” to render the content.

martedì 28 maggio 13



martedì 28 maggio 13



The next step to move toward a responsive design is to convert 
our fixed, pixel-based layout to a proportional, fluid-grid layout.

Fixed GridFluid Grid
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fluid conversion
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flexible fonts
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fluid images and media
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HTML5 video
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summing up
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