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what’s the matter?



4

The first step to good navigation is good IA 
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The Web is both VISUAL and SEMANTIC

• Keep names short 
• Keep names descriptive
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Inconsistent navigation confuses users 

1. Navigation should be in a place users expect it to 
be: usually the top of a page or along either side.  

2. Links should look like links. They should appear 
to be “clickable” for users.  

3. Links should be clearly identified and separate 
from each other. 
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Approach #1: Vertical navigation 
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Approach #2: Horizontal navigation 

NB: you will need display: inline;
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our choice
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but… we have a second nav!
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these icons don’t SAY anything... they just look pretty
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when in doubt, add text

html

css
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Primary navigation shouldn’t change... 
...but secondary navigation SHOULD 

• Primary navigation applies to your ENTIRE site.  
• Secondary navigation applies to the CURRENT 

SECTION of a site you’re on. 
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final result


