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what's the matter?
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The first step to good navigation is good IA




The Web is both VISUAL and SEMANTIC

- Keep names short

+ Keep names descriptive

Home Students Faculty About




Inconsistent navigation confuses users

1. Navigation should be in a place users expect it to
be: usually the top of a page or along either side.

2. Links should look like links. They should appear
to be “clickable” for users.

3. Links should be clearly identified and separate
from each other.



Approach #1: Vertical navigation

<nav>
<ul>
<li><a href="1index.html">Home</a>< /11>
<li><a href="students.html">Students</a></11>
<li><a href="faculty.html">Faculty</a></11>
<li><a href="about.html">About</a></11>
</ul>
<nav>



Inside the <li> is a link that ean either be
Each <li> is displayed inline. But di as 3 bloek or n“ given 3

rucanﬂea'l:&mﬁocw height and width to £it within the availsble
he naﬁsaﬁonsfau.

The tontainer <div> is 3 block
element that holds together all the
nav tontent



t})e‘re dre no 5
Dumb Questions

Q,: Is it better to put vertical navigation
on the left or right side of my page?

A: Lots of usability studies show there
doesn’'t seem to be any real difference if you

put your navigation on the left or the right side.
If your layout works better with the navigation
on the left, you should put it there. If your
layout works better with a nav on the right,
then that's okay too.
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Approach #2: Horizontal navigation

<nav>
<ul>
<li1><a
<li1><a
<li1><a
<li1><a
</ul>
<nav>

href="1ndex.html">Home</a></ 11>
href="students.html">Students</a></11>
href="faculty.html">Faculty</a></11i>

href="about.html">About</a></11i>

NB: you will need display: inline;
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our choice

COLLEGE OF NEW MEDIA Students
MACKINAC STATE UNIVERSITY
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but... we have a second nav!
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these icons don’t SAY anything... they just look pretty

This iton represents web page and The 9amepad was used to represent

. nt 4o indi b design the video 9ame design program. CNM
:':5:: :g‘ﬁb e { thinks this is 3 totally obvicus icon

..... Web Design mevwon

— Computer

....... Animation
-2

\ This iton is supposed to represent 3 man This is 3 Covnnovdy
running on 3 Lomputer streen. [£ links
to the compu{:cr animation program.

used iton—the tlassic
pen and paper- In this case, 'rl:'rc?rescnb
the digital writing and rhetorit program. .
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when in doubt, add text

html

<nav>
<ul>
<li><a href="webd.html">Web Design</a></1l1i>
<li><a href="gamed.html">Game Design</a></1li>
<li><a href="companim.html">Computer Animation</a></l1i>
<li><a href="digitalw.html">Digital Writing</a></1li>
<ful>
<nav>
CSS

nav L1 a {
background-image: url("../images/myimage.jpg");

}

22



Primary navigation shouldn't change...
...but secondary navigation SHOULD

* Primary navigation applies to your ENTIRE site.

+ Secondary navigation applies to the CURRENT
SECTION of a site you're on.
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final result

COLLEGE OF NEW MEDIA

MACKINAC STATE UNIVERSITY
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Welcome to The College of New Media at MSU

& Contact CNM New Media
The College of New Media The College of New Media at Mackinac State University offers an
Mackinac State University interdisciplinary course of study in the systems, technologies, history, design,

1234 Up North Ave and theory of information. The curriculum enables students to investigate the -z
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