
organizing your site
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Mark’s layout
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Fit your content into your layout 

A website is all about communicating information. 

No matter how good your design is or how cutting edge your layout is, if 
your site doesn’t speak to your audience, it won’t be nearly as successful 
as a site that says something, and says that something clearly. 

Organizing your site’s information well (and logically) is the difference 
between good and bad navigation, which means the difference between 
your users finding what they want quickly and easily and your users 
being really confused. 

ready to organize!
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what’s wrong?
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Ambiguous navigation confuses users 
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information architecture (IA) 

IA is just a way to organize the content you already have into groups. 

Sometimes thinking about navigation, or categories, gets you too far 
into how a site is going to look… information architecture is all about 
taking a step back and really looking at what sort of content you’ve got!

but how do I get IA?
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card sorting

a cheap and easy way to impose a structure on your site’s information
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Its now time to do a card sort based on Mark’s content.
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Sort your cards into related stacks 

Once you’ve finished filling out your cards, you need to sort them into 
groups. 

The cards in each group should obviously be related and their grouping 
should make sense to you. 

These groups will eventually become sections within Mark’s website. 

Orphaned cards force you to ask yourself: “Is this content really 
necessary?”
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Arrange your cards into a site hierarchy 
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IA diagrams 
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IA diagrams are NOT just links between pages!
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Turn on your pc now!

First of all, we have to build the site structure
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after a few lines…
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summing up


