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today’s task

Mark loves to travel.  

After college, he took a 
year off to backpack 
a r o u n d J a p a n a n d 
experience everything the 
island nation had to offer, 
from sushi to samurai. 

Now that he’s back, he 
wants to document his 
experience. 

It's up to you to build 
Mark a great, engaging 
website detailing his trip 
to Japan.
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Think before you code 

Pre-production is all about getting things right before you dive into 
writing XHTML and CSS. 

The visual metaphor takes advantage of familiar visual elements (likes 
images, interface elements, icons, colors, or fonts) and reinforce the 
site’s theme.  

  

A visual metaphor can range from subtle (using colors that give the user 
an abstract feeling that the designer wants to associate with the site’s 
theme) to direct (using graphics that tie right into the site’s name or 
identity–like using graphics of rocket ships for a site called Rocket Ship 
Designs). 
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The visual metaphor
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The theme

A theme represents your site’s purpose and content.
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Develop a theme and visual metaphor
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Develop a theme and visual metaphor
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Develop a theme and visual metaphor
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page elements shape your visual metaphor 
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page elements shape your visual metaphor 
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page elements shape your visual metaphor 
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http://www.apple.com/imac-with-retina

http://www.apple.com/imac-with-retina
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back to Mark
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choice of layout
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choice of layout
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choice of layout
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choice of layout
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choice of layout
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choice of layout
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exercise

tip: use storyboards to develop ideas and save time without code 

Build a quick mock-up for Mark 


