the visual metaphor




Mark loves to travel.

After college, he took a
year off to backpack
around Japan and
experience everything the
island nation had to offer,
from sushi to samurai.

Now that he's back, he
wants to document his
experience.

It's up to you to build
Mark a great, engaging
website detailing his trip
to Japan.

today’s task




Think before you code

Pre-production is all about getting things right before you dive into
writing XHTML and CSS.

The visual metaphor takes advantage of familiar visual elements (likes

images, interface elements, icons, colors, or fonts) and reinforce the
site’s theme.

A visual metaphor can range from subtle (using colors that give the user
an abstract feeling that the designer wants to associate with the site’s
theme) to direct (using graphics that tie right into the site’'s name or

identity-like using graphics of rocket ships for a site called Rocket Ship
Designs).



The visual metaphor

Jobson&emuju;t:‘o‘:‘bbeal
simple job posting s ¢ main Eolumn
-'sa‘;w“):bugd,maybcwﬂzhmchclyﬂ
information in the sidebar.

This site isn't Jus{: a virtual bulletin
board... it actually looks like a
40 Chapter 2 bulletin board.




w3c xhtml 1. 0, w3c css

TISKARA KARLUSIC

Dobrodoshi na stranice turtke.

Osnovna djelatnost turtke je tisak na

svim materijalima tehnikom sitotiska.

Dugogodisnja tradicija garancija je
brze i kvalitetne usluge.

Nadamo se da Cete nam i Vi pruZiti

priliku da postanemo Vas pouzdan
partner.
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Bright bold eolors and an aretic

theme help set the visual m
for this site. ¢ visidl metaphor
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Sfarey Membershlp Community Parents Toys MHelp Visual metaphors, themes,
what's the difference? And I
thought you said I should be

designing on paper, anyway?

Cartoon penduins
and tomit—bodk
style typography
ave detinitely
acaved toward 3
Yo“hSCr audiente.



The theme

A theme represents your site's purpose and content.
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Develop a theme and visual metaphor

©  Choose some color palettes

Pick tolors that work well with
the tontent and support the
theme of the site. Use servites like
Wtp:/ /kuler.adobe-Lom to build
palettes and see how ditbevent
tolors will work {ogc{:hcr.
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Develop a theme and visual metaphor

Make |ayou£ detisions based on content

The more Lolumns \fm have, the more
spate You have o Fill. Also remember |
that whitespate is im?or{:an{‘, ‘{ou dont
have 4o fill every available pixel.

O Pesign layouts based on content

e




Develop a theme and visual metaphor

Thcuscopimagcry,ico raphy, and text
ean help veinforee £he ;2’: szhycmc "
making the site “lock like the tontent.”

© " yse visual elements to reinforee
the thewme "
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page elements shape your visual metaphor

fuil:s N;viga{-,i.,.
Main Navigation wi:(?hin maf.:{:ﬁtm
Links 40 main ,—\ ‘
suﬁm\s Oc S.'te-

iPhone
3G

Twice as fast. Half the price

Sidebar{s)

Used for links
and ancillary
tontent.

Whitespace

Used to separate
elements and

draw the eye to
key parts rh:f? the

e. Whi ate is

z?{;cn overlooked.
[£ ean both help
and hurt a design.

P

Footer

A aveat place for
ca?vyrigh{: info

&\d |mks RC&C'\HY)
footers have been
used for content like
images. Twitter feeds
markup validation
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page elements shape your visual metaphor

Navigation is essential for
users to get around your site. Design,
placement, and the content of this
element will help convey your site's
theme in different ways.

Body content is where
all the magic happens. This
is where you put the stuff
people are coming to see.
Whether it's images, a blog
post, or a YouTube movie, all
that stuff goes in the body.

Sub Navigation displays
content that lies under a main
navigational item. This is usually
only needed for larger sites and
more complex content.
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page elements shape your visual metaphor

Whitespace (which is also called
negative space) is the area between all

the different design elements on your page.
Whitespace helps to break up blocks of
content, gives the user’s eye a little rest, and
focuses the user's eye towards content.

Sidebars can hold everything
from link lists to extra body

content. They can also be useful
for ancillary navigation and archive
links for blogs.

The footer portion of
your layout can hold anything from
copyright information to duplicate
navigation links. Users will of ten look
to this section for links or content
that can't be located anywhere else on
the site.
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http://www.apple.com/imac-with-retina
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http://www.apple.com/imac-with-retina

back to Mark
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H:’s ok f You tame up with sauc{'.\\mg dnffmnb
Just make sure Yyour ideas ave in the vigh
g ballpark for a site on Japanese tulture.

©  Central Thewes

....Japan travel diovy................. ... A Fraveler’s auide. to Japan.............

N

Let's emphasize the brip Mark tock, and
what Japan was really like. This could also
turn out to be a great vesourte for others
planning a trip or traveling to Japan.

©  Interface Elements

... Header with lavaeimage Map.of Japan . ...
Mark took great pictures. /\ L Jafans Seost,‘aflvf is very
We need £o show them off! URIQue. -sap where
we £an use visuals 3 lot.
e Onemammavigation Smale. sidebar.
anylici’q is key, and Mark Again, simplicity. We veal )
doesn't have tons of trips to don't have cm{:zgh conﬁcnlyt
record... just the one. to fill multiple sidebars.
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choice of layout
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choice of layout

These tolors don't really seem

Althoush single—¢olumn sites are
simple, this isn't encugh space to
highlight all the content that Mark
has b"“ﬁ"‘t back from his trip.
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choice of layout
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choice of layout

The two—tolumn layout should give — ﬂ

us cnough voom, but this color

pattern still isn't working,

The earth tones are nice, but a

.........................................................
.......................................................
.........................................................

.........................................................

.........................................................
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choice of layout

ld
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choice of layout

The blue works well with the theme.

A large map of Japan would look veal The other olors are more nevtral
good in the header. When a visitor c,,},y,.,, and will allow us to be ereative when
to the site, there would be no doubt as plating visudl elements.

to the theme and tontent of the page.

This |3\/ou{'/ tolor tombination aives

......................................................
.......................................................
.........................................

---------------------------------------------------------

Three tolumns should work well for
Mark. Not an}y is this an in{:ﬂ‘ts{‘jns

look, it will allow him to Prcso-«f lots of
information to his users.
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exercise

Build a quick mock-up for Mark

tip: use storyboards to develop ideas and save time without code
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